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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

for  1897. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council 
of  Wes ton-s  uper-Ma  re. 

Gentlemen, 

From  the  Registrar’s  returns  I  find  that  during 

o  o 

the  year  1897,  317  (176  males  and  141  females) 
were  registered  in  the  district,  giving  a  birth-rate 
of  19*9  per  1,000  of  the  population  (census  1891) — 
viz.,  15,869,  or  17*6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
present  population  of  18,000.  The  number  of 
Births  for  1896  was  332,  showing  a  decrease  of 
15  in  1897. 

During  the  same  period  the  deaths  of  234  per¬ 
sons  ( 1 1 5  males  and  119  females)  were  registered 
in  the  district,  being  a  decrease  of  9  on  the  number 
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in  1896,  and  giving  a  death-rate  of  147  per  1,000 
of  the  population  (census  1891),  or  13  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  present  population. 

Thirty-nine,  or  16*6  per  cent.,  of  the  deaths 
recorded  were  of  children  under  one  year  of  age, 
and  ninety-six,  or  41  per  cent.,  of  persons  aged  65 
and  upwards  ;  viz.,  18  between  65  and  70,  52 
between  70  and  80,  21  between  80  and  90,  and  5 
over  90  years  of  age,  giving  an  average  of  75 
years  9  months. 

The  Deaths  registered  from  the  principal 
Zymotic  diseases  number  17,  as  against  15  in 
1896,  and  give  a  death-rate  of  1*07  per  1,000  of 
the  population  (census  1891),  or  0*94  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  present  population. 

To  show  the  localities  in  which  the  deaths 
occurred  I  have  divided  the  town  into  the  four 
Ecclesiastical  Districts,  viz.  : 


District .  Population.  Deaths.  Rate  per  1000. 

Trinity  .  1272  ...  21  ...  16*5 

St.  John's  .  4285  •••  45  •••  10*5 

Emmanuel .  4661  ...  75  ...  16*09 

Christ  Church  5651  ...  93  ...  16*4 


15869  234 

Idle  list  of  Deaths  includes  20  Visitors — 10  in 
the  General  Hospital,  3  in  the  Royal  Sanatorium, 
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i  in  the  Statutory  Hospital,  and  io  requiring  the 
Coroner’s  inquisition,  as  against  23,  19,  1,0  and 
14  in  1896  respectively. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
deaths  from  all  causes,  and  those  of  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  diseases  for  the  past  ten  years  : 

Deaths  from  all  causes  :■ — - 

1888  1889  1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897 

198  246  282  257  262  253  206  282  243  234 

Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases : — 

l7  lS  22  5  33  11  *5  9  15  l7 

During  the  year  101  notifications  of  Infectious 
diseases  were  received,  as  against  132  for  1896,  of 
which  73  were  of  Scarlatina,  12  of  Diphtheria,  6  of 
Enteric  fever,  1  of  Continued  Fever,  and  9  of 
Erysipelas. 

SmalUPox. — Nocase  occurred  in  the  District. 

Scarlatina. — Seventy-three  cases  were  noti¬ 
fied,  29  occurring  in  the  first  quarter,  and  22,  15 
and  7  in  the  following  quarters  respectively.  The 
disease  generally  was  of  a  mild  type,  and,  with  one 
exception,  all  occurred  in  the  Emmanuel,  Christ 
Church  and  St.  John’s  districts.  Fifty-three  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Statutory  Hospital.  I  am 
pleased  to  state  that  this  epidemic  is  rapidly  on 
the  decrease,  only  7  cases  being  reported  during 
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the  last  month  of  the  year,  four  of  these  being-  now 
convalescent,  three  only  remaining  in  the  Hospital. 
One  death  is  returned  from  this  complaint. 

Diphtheria.-  -Twelve  cases  were  notified,  3  in 
the  first,  8  in  the  third,  and  1  in  the  fourth  quarter. 
Six  occurred  in  Christ  Church,  4  in  Emmanuel, 

1  in  St.  John’s,  and  1  in  Trinity  district.  Six  of 
the  cases  were  contracted  out  of  Weston,  and  five 
I  attributed  to  defective  sanitary  arrangements, 
which  defects  were  remedied  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Four  deaths  are  returned  from  this  disease. 

Enteric  Fever. — Six  cases  were  reported,  2 
of  which  were  notified  in  the  first,  1  in  the  second, 
1  in  the  third,  and  2  in  the  last  quarter  respectively. 
Two  of  the  cases  were  imported,  1  I  attributed  to 
contaminated  well  water,  while  the  causation  of  the 
others  I  could  not  trace.  The  smoke  test  was 
applied  to  the  house  drains  in  each  case,  but  these 
were  not  found  defective.  Two  deaths  are  returned. 

Diarrhoea  was  prevalent  in  the  third  quarter, 
and  seven  deaths  are  returned  —  3  in  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  and  4  in  persons  aged  65 
and  upwards. 

Heasles  were  slightly  prevalent  in  the  second 
quarter,  and  one  death  is  reported  from  this  cause 
in  a  child  under  5  years  of  age.  This  disease  is 
not  notified  in  the  district. 
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Whooping  Cough. — Only  a  few  cases  were 
brought  under  my  notice,  and  one  death  only  is 
due  to  this  complaint. 

Influenza  was  somewhat  prevalent  during 
the  first  quarter,  and  seven  deaths  are  due  to  this 
disease  in  the  persons  of  the  aged. 

In  my  annual  Reports  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  I  have  advised  your  Board  of  the  necessity 
for  providing  increased  accommodation  for  diseases 
of  an  infectious  character,  either  by  the  extension 
of  the  present  building,  or  by  the  erection  of 
another  Hospital  adapted  to  the  requirements  of 
an  increasing  population.  Although  your  Council 
have  met  on  several  occasions  to  inspect  sites  for 
such  purpose,  no  practical  results  have  yet  been 
effected.  I  am,  however,  pleased  to  acknowledge 
that  you  have  now  decided  to  act  on  my  sugges¬ 
tion,  and  approved  of  a  piece  of  ground  for  the 
immediate  erection  of  the  required  Hospital.  The 
past  year  has  shown  that  such  an  Institution  is 
urgently  needed,  as  at  present  we  only  have 
means  (and  these  hardly  adequate)  for  the  isolation 
of  one  class  of  case — viz.,  Scarlatina.  As  I  have 
remarked  in  previous  reports,  a  seaside  resort  like 
Weston-super-Mare  is  more  exposed  to  the  im¬ 
portation  of  infectious  diseases  than  inland  places. 
This  makes  it  the  more  imperative  that  we  should 
be  prepared  for  all  emergencies,  and  should 
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provide  accommodation,  not  only  for  the  poorer 
class  of  the  population,  but  for  the  children  of 
visitors,  pupils  in  schools,  &c.,  who  can  afford 
proper  remuneration  for  the  advantages  of  good 
hospital  treatment. 

It  is  satisfactory  that  this  important  matter,  as 
well  as  the  provision  of  a  public  disinfecting 
chamber,  is  now  under  your  immediate  considera¬ 
tion  ;  and  I  trust  before  the  end  of  the  present 
year  to  find  the  Town  adequately  furnished  with  a 
modern  and  complete  building  for  these  purposes. 

In  the  month  of  October  my  attention  was 
called  to  meat  of  a  suspicious  character  at  the 
Slaughter  -  house.  On  examination  I  found  two 
sides  of  a  carcass  of  beef  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption.  A  magisterial  order  was  obtained  for 
the  destruction  of  the  carcass,  and  this  was  duly 
carried  out. 

The  bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected, 
and  in  only  one  or  two  instances  has  there  been 
cause  of  complaint. 

I  have  satisfaction  in  noting  that  there  was  no 
failure  of  water  during  the  dry  season  through 
which  we  passed,  which  is  evidence  of  the  great 
value  of  the  springs  and  the  volume  of  available 
water.  Few  towns  are  favoured  with  such  an 
excellent  and  pure  supply  of  water,  and  too  much 
care  cannot  be  taken  to  keep  it  uncontaminated. 
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Tabl  es  A  and  B,  which  I  append,  are  tabulated 
statements  of  the  deaths  registered  and  of  the 
sickness  in  the  district,  classified  according*  to 
diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 

I  also  append  a  table  showing  particulars  of 
sanitary  work  done  by  your  Inspector,  and  a  state¬ 
ment  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Statutory  Hospital 
as  supplied  by  Mr.  Wilson,  who  with  Mrs.  Wilson 
and  her  niece  have  been  most  unremitting  in  their 
care  of  and  attention  to  the  sick  under  their  charge. 

During  the  year  I  examined  17  samples  of 
well  water  brought  to  me  by  your  Inspector,  8 
of  which  were  found  contaminated  and  unfit  for 
dietetic  purposes.  The  Authority’s  water  was 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  in  each  case,  which  order 
has  been  complied  with,  except  in  two  instances 
where  further  analysis  is  required. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  be  permitted  to  congratu¬ 
late  you  on  the  low  rate  of  mortality,  and  especially 
from  Zymotic  complaints,  a  condition  of  affairs 
which  I  think  speaks  well  for  the  general  sanitary 
state  of  the  Town  over  whose  interests  you  preside. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


CHAS.  VERNON  HITCHINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Wyndham  Villa, 

February  2nd,  iScjS. 
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I  ABLE  OL  DEATHS  during  the  Year  189},  in  the  Weston-super-  Mare  Urban  District; 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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( Columns  /or  Population  and 
Births  are  in  Table  B  ) 
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Weston-super-Mare 

Weston-super-Mare  Hospital  .. 

Royal  Sanatorium . . 

Statutory  Hospital 
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district  among  persons  belong¬ 
ing  thereto. 
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district  among  persons  not 
belonging  thereto. 

TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,,  during  the  year  1897 ,  in  the  Weston-super-Mare  Urban  District; 
_ _ classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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several  Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  1897. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council 
of  Wes  ton-  s  uper  -  Ma  re. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  and  Sum¬ 
mary  of  the  Sanitary  Work  performed  by  me  for 
the  year  1897. 

Having  been  20  years  in  your  service  as  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspector,  I  think  it  may  be  interesting  to 
compare  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  town  at  the 
commencement  of  that  period  with  the  present, 
showing  the  progress  and  improvements  in  general 
sanitation.  No  doubt  the  present  system  is  a  very 
great  contrast  to  what  was  then  thought  to  be  the 
correct  thing  in  the  way  of  sanitary  arrangements 
the  old  pan  closet  inside,  and  the  long  hopper- 
pan  outside,  the  sink  waste-pipe  discharging  direct 
to  drain,  with  no  ventilation  or  interceptor,  which 
was  then  considered  perfection. 


The  old  cess- pit  arrangement,  mason -built 
trap  with  the  old  rubble  drains,  have  now  been 
abolished. 

The  present  state  of  things,  with  its  improved 
sanitary  fittings  and  modern  drainage  arrange¬ 
ments,  shews  a  great  advance  in  house  sanitation 
upon  that  described  above. 

In  the  matter  of  Water  Supply,  when  the  town 
acquired  the  Water  Works  there  were  300  houses 
using  well  water,  samples  of  which  I  was  directed 
to  take  for  examination  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  with  the  result  that  200  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  domestic  use.  The  town  water  was  laid 
on  in  every  case.  Since  that  time  samples  have 
been  taken  from  the  remaining  wells,  and  about 
85  have  been  closed  and  the  town  water  laid  on. 
This  year  I  have  taken  samples  from  the  few  that 
were  left,  and  to  which  further  reference  will  be 
made  in  the  Summary  of  work  for  the  year. 

The  custom  of  asking  for  sanitary  examination 
of  houses  and  applying  test  to  the  drains  previous 
to  occupation  has  become  very  general,  and  very 
few  houses  are  now  let  without  a  thorough  exami¬ 
nation  and  a  satisfactory  smoke  test  applied  to  the 
drains  ;  at  any  rate,  it  is  no  fault  of  the  department 
if  our  services  are  not  asked  for,  the  Council  having 
agreed  to  examine  and  test  any  house  on  receipt 
of  a  proper  application  from  the  owner  or  occupier. 
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The  drains  of  new  houses  are  also  subjected 
to  the  smoke  test  at  various  stages  before  beinof 
covered  in  ;  this,  however,  is  done  in  the  Surveyor’s 
Department. 

I  believe  the  time  has  now  come  when  there 
should  be  no  uncertainty  as  to  what  is  necessary 
to  put  every  house  in  a  perfect  state  of  sanitation, 
and  which,  I  believe,  is  the  desire  of  your  Sanitary 
Committee  and  Officers  to  see  effected. 

The  work  of  examining,  testing,  reporting, 
and  serving  of  notices  respecting  the  sanitary 
condition  of  premises  occupies  a  large  portion  of 
my  time,  and  increases  year  by  year.  Taking  the 
last  five  years,  the  applications  for  special  exami¬ 
nation  and  smoke-test  have  more  than  doubled. 

House-to-house  inspections  have  been  carried 
out  as  time  permitted. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  HILLMAN, 

Sanitary  Inspector . 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 

for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1897. 


Accumulations  of  offensive  matter  removed  -  -  17 

Cesspits  and  Foul  Cisterns  cleansed  -  -  -  6 

Drains  cleansed  and  repaired  -----  58 

Foul  Closets  and  Privies  cleansed  29 

Sinks  trapped  outside  ------  30 

New  Drains  constructed  ------  33 

Soil  Pipes  ventilated  ------  30 

Drains  tested  with  the  Smoke  Machine  -  -  -  100 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  Premises  by  request  -  -  98 

Sanitary  defects  reported  and  referred  to  the  )  ^ 

Action  of  the  Town  Surveyor  f 

Number  of  Premises  received  Sanitary  Certificate  -  23 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  School  Premises  21 

Rooms  and  Premises  Fumigated  88 

Pig  and  Fowl  nuisances  abated  -  3 

Premises  Limewashed  and  Cleansed  40 

Persons  supplied  with  Disinfectants  -  -  -  -  15 

Overcrowding  cases  abated  -  5 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  removed  24 

Notices  served  to  remedy  sanitary  defects  -  -  -  115 

Notices  served  to  remedy  water  waste  and  leakages  -  130 

New  connection  to  Town  Water  Supply,  including)  ^q- 

Milton  and  extension  at  Uphill  j 

Samples  of  Well  Water  taken  for  test  17 

Found  unfit  for  use  pn  each  case  the  Town)  g 

Water  was  laid  on)  J 

Goods  seized  and  destroyed — 1  carcase  of  beef,  ) 
quantity  of  unsound  fruit  i 

Legal  Proceedings  and  Convictions  obtained  -  -  2 

The  customary  inspection  of  Bakehouses,  Common 
Lodging-houses,  Slaughter-houses,  Milk  Shops,  and  Dairies 
has  been  made  from  time  to  time.  The  usual  Cleansing  and 
Limewashing  carried  out  and  improvements  made  where 
found  necessary.  The  sanitary  arrangements  of  Work¬ 
shops  have  also  been  inspected,  and  necessary  requirements 
carried  out. 

H.  HILLMAN, 

Sanitary  Inspector  to  Urban  District  Council, 

Weston-super-Mare. 
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STATUTORY  HOSPITAL. 


Statement  of  Patients  admitted  to  Hospital 

during  1897. 


In  Hospital  1896,  December  30th 
Admitted  1897  - 

Discharged  ,, 

Died  , , 

Remaining  in  Hospital  December  30th,  1897 


Total. 


12 

53 


! 

f 


65 


61 

1 


n 

6 


65 


-  7  wks.  2  days. 

456  ,,  1  day. 

3193 


Average  number  of  weeks  in  Hospital 

Number  of  weeks  in  Hospital 
Number  of  days  in  Hospital 


JOSEPH  WILSON. 


TOWN  OF  WEST  ON-SUPER-MARE, 


The  following  is  the  Meteorological  Report 

for  the  Year  1897: — 

Although  the  last  year  has  been  an  exceptional  one  as 
regards  the  number  of  fine  days  and  the  amount  of  bright 
sunshine,  yet  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  has  been  rather 
in  excess  of  the  average  for  the  last  10  years,  viz.,  26*6 
inches  ;  last  year  it  was  31*57  inches. 

January  was  dry  and  warm  ;  two  short  snowstorms,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  rain  fell  in  the  night  ;  total  for  the 
month,  1*47  inches. 

February,  15  wet  days  ;  total  rain,  3*81  inches. 

March,  two  thunderstorms,  15  wet  days  ;  total  rain, 
3*16  inches. 

April,  15  wet  days  ;  total,  3.05  inches. 

May,  6  wet  days  ;  total,  *95  inches  ;  nearly  every  day 
bright  sunshine. 

June,  three  wet  days,  heavy  falls — *33,  *94,  *82  ;  all  the 
rest  fell  at  night  ;  total,  2*44  inches. 

July,  one  wet  day,  thunderstorm  on  the  19th,  *77  ;  all  the 
rest  fell  at  night. 

August,  wet  month,  12  wet  days  ;  two  thunderstorms, 
heavy  falls  at  night  ;  total,  4*13  inches. 

September,  6  wet  days  ;  1  *08  on  the  29th  ;  total,  3  *90  inches. 

October,  very  fine  month  ;  only  four  wet  days  ;  total, 
*96  inches. 

November,  very  fine  month  ;  2  wet  days  ;  total,  1  *90  inches. 

December,  8  wet  days  ;  total,  3*88  inches. 

Mean  maximum  for  1897,  56*3  ;  minimum,  45*8. 

W.  E.  PERRETT, 

Observer  for  the  Royal  Meteorological  Society. 

73  High  Street,  Weston-super-Mare. 

January  20th ,  i8q8. 


1  7 


* 

- 


